
 

 

Title 7, Chapter 603, MILK COMMISSION (PARTS OF) 
 

§2951. Definitions 
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the following words shall have the following meaning:   

1.  Books and records. "Books and records" means books, records, accounts, memoranda or other data pertaining to the purchase and 
distribution of milk.   

2.  Commission. "Commission" means the Maine Milk Commission.   

3.  Consumer. "Consumer" means any person other than a milk dealer who purchases milk for fluid consumption.   

4.  Dealer. "Dealer" means any person who purchases or receives milk for sale as the consignee or agent of a producer, or handles for 
sale, shipment, storage or processing within the State and shall include a producer-dealer and a sub-dealer, but shall not include a store 
other than an integrated operation.   

4-A.  Integrated operation. "Integrated operation" means a person who is a dealer and who also sells at retail the milk which he handles 
for sale, shipment, storage or processing within the State.   

5.  Market. "Market" means any city, town or parts thereof of the State, or 2 or more of the same or parts thereof designated by the 
commission as a natural marketing area.   

6.  Milk. "Milk" means any of the following, regardless of the presence of any flavoring:   

A. Whole milk or cream, whether fresh, sour or storage;   

B. Skimmed milk; or 

C. Buttermilk. 

7.  Person. "Person" means any individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association or other unit, and the State and all political 
subdivisions or agencies thereof, except state owned and operated institutions.   

8.  Producer. "Producer" means any person who produces milk and sells his said milk only to dealers.   

9.  Producer-dealer. "Producer-dealer" means a dealer who himself produces a part or all of his milk or a person who produces milk and 
sells to a grocery store or dairy products store or similar commercial establishment.   

10.  Retail sale. "Retail sale" means a doorstep delivery and over-the-counter sales by stores.   

11.  Store. "Store" means a grocery store, dairy product store, canteen, milk vending machine operator, milk dispensing operator or any 
similar commercial establishment or outlet or any other sale where milk is sold to consumers for consumption off the premises where 
sold.   

12.  Sub-dealer. "Sub-dealer" means any person who does not process milk and who purchases milk from a dealer and sells such milk in 
the same containers in which he purchased it, but shall not include a store.   

13.  Wholesale sale. "Wholesale sale" means sale to any other person not included in retail.   

14.  Retail store. "Retail store" means a grocery store, dairy product store or any similar commercial establishment where milk is sold to 
consumers for consumption off the premises.    

Authority; accounts and records. To enable the commission to perform its duties, the commission may inquire into the management of 
the businesses of the producers, dealers and stores to obtain from them all necessary information. Every producer, dealer and store shall 
keep and render to the commission, at such times and in such manner and form as may be prescribed by the rules of the commission, 
accounts of all business transacted that is related to the production, purchasing, processing, sale or distribution of milk. Such accounts 
must reasonably reflect, in such detail as the commission considers appropriate, income, expense, assets, liabilities and such other 
accounting entries as the commission considers necessary, to assist the commission in making its determinations as to:  

A. Minimum prices generally; 

B. Separate minimum price categories to be established to reflect different container costs; 

C. Separate minimum price categories to be established for different quantities of milk packaged and sold in separate containers;   

D. Separate minimum price categories to reflect identifiable distribution costs; and 

E. All matters pertinent to the proper performance of its duties.  



 
Prohibition. A person may not engage in any practice destructive of the scheduled minimum prices for milk established under this 
chapter for any market, including but not limited to offering any discount, rebate, gratuity, advertising allowance or combination price for 
milk with any other commodity. A purchaser of milk at retail may tender a coupon or any item of value if the coupon or item of value is 
not brand specific and is redeemable for cash by the retailer and if the total value tendered by the purchaser is not less than the minimum 
retail price established by the commission.    

Milk produced outside the State. Whenever milk produced outside the State becomes a subject of regulation by the State in the exercise 
of its police powers, this chapter applies and the powers of the commission attach. After any such milk so produced comes within the 
jurisdiction of this State, no sale or purchase by dealers of such milk within this State may occur at a price less than the scheduled 
minimum price established according to usage in any given market.    

§2954-C. Applicability to integrated operation 
The provisions of this chapter which apply to dealers, including, but not limited to, the provisions of section 2956, shall apply to the dealer 
phase of the business of an integrated operation and those which apply to retail stores shall apply to the retail phase of the business of an 
integrated operation.    

§2955. Licenses 
No dealer shall buy milk from producers or others for sale or shall process, distribute, sell or offer to sell milk in any market in the State 
designated by the commission unless duly licensed by the commission. No license shall be required of any person who produces or sells 
milk for consumption only on the premises of the producer or seller. Each person, before engaging in the business of a dealer in any 
market designated by the commission, shall make application to the commission for a license, which the commission is authorized to 
grant. No retailer shall sell or offer to sell milk in any market in the State which he has purchased in Maine from an unlicensed dealer.  

The license year shall commence on January 1st and end December 31st following. Application for a license shall be made on a form 
prescribed by the commission.   

Licenses required by this chapter shall be in addition to any other license required by law.   

§2956. Records and fees 
All dealers in any market designated by the commission shall keep the following records:   

Names and addresses of producers or milk dealers. A record of the quantity of all milk received or produced, detailed as to location 
and as to names and addresses of producers or milk dealers from whom received, or of importer of such milk into the State;  

Use, location and market outlet. A record of the quantity of all milk sold, detailed as to use, location and market outlet; and     

Other records and information. Such other records and information in such form and at such times as the commission may deem 
necessary for the proper enforcement of this chapter.   

Each licensed dealer shall pay to the commission an annual license fee of $1 and the sum of 5¢ per hundredweight as monthly payments, 
based on quantity of milk purchased or produced in any market area, or purchased or produced in an uncontrolled area and sold in any 
market area. Two and one-half cents per hundredweight may be deducted by dealers from amounts paid by them to producers of such 
milk, except that the milk farm-processed into cream for the manufacture of butter is not subject to such sums of 5¢ per hundredweight.     

Dealers shall file reports together with the prescribed hundredweight fees with the commission at its office in Augusta not later than the 
20th of the following month, on forms provided for this purpose, of all matters on account of which a record is required to be kept and 
such other information or facts as may be pertinent and material within the scope of this chapter; except that dealers who sell less than 100 
quarts of milk per day may file reports and pay the prescribed hundredweight fees every 3 months.    

In case the same milk is handled by more than one dealer, the first dealer within the State dealing in or handling said milk shall be deemed 
to be the milk dealer within the meaning of this section. For the purpose of computing fees as provided, 1/2 pint of cream shall be 
considered the equivalent of one quart of milk.    

§2956-A. Dairy Industry Fund 

Fund established; source. The Dairy Industry Fund, referred to in this section as the "fund," is established. In addition to payments to the 
commission pursuant to section 2956, a dealer shall deduct 1¢ per hundredweight from amounts paid by the dealer to each Maine milk 
producer and pay that amount into the fund as a monthly payment.    

Distributions from fund. Notwithstanding section 2957, the commission shall make distributions from the fund to a statewide association 
that has been approved by the majority of dairy farmers in the State in amounts allocated from the fund for that purpose. 


